45 Ellengowan Drive
Brinkin NT 0810

22 March 2016

The Editor

NT News

GPO Box 1300

Darwin NT 0801

Dear Sir

In 1971 the founders of the Kulaluk claim chose the name Gwalwa Daraniki for a loose coalition of Larrakia and related language groups because the name was inclusive, meaning “Our Land” or “country belonga we”, as they put it. Forty-five years on I am proud to be working with descendants of those founders –a new generation of men and women who respect their elders past and present and are anxious to hang onto and build upon the gains won in the land rights struggle.  These dedicated people certainly aren’t “sitting on their hands” as Helen Secretary puts it (“We can decide”, NT News 21 March). The descendants see the 301ha Kulaluk lease as a potential world-class heritage, culture, environment, and education park, offering employment and cultural understanding, as was intended when the claim was heard by Judge Dick Ward in 1975. Let’s hope enough concerned people send their submissions to the Heritage Council to stop the sell-off before the closing date on March 29. 
Yours sincerely

Dr Bill Day

0408946942

